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Contact Us at  cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com 
Please become a CHPAS member 
          Send $12 plus any optional donation and your name, email address and mailing address to Cheyenne-High 
Plains Audubon Society, P.O. Box 2502, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  

Include e-mail addresses for any other household members. 
          All chapter memberships expire Sept. 1. Any membership dues sent in after May 1 will pertain to the remainder 
of the current membership year and the following year. 

Join the National Audubon Society 
          Send $20 to Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society to join the National Audubon Society and you will 
receive NAS membership and NAS will return the $20 to CHPAS. 

“Wyoming Bird” chat group 
          Subscribe, post and/or read about interesting sightings on this Facebook public group site: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/403337446664409/  

Calendar
All our planned group activities have been modified to meet health safety precautions. We will not 
have any organized carpooling.

  
August 22 – Turtle Rock Hike, 8 a.m. field trip 
            We will meet at the parking lot by the fee booth at the entrance to the Vedauwoo 
Campground about 37 miles west of Cheyenne on I-80. The Forest Service charges an access fee 
for each vehicle.  

The hike is about three miles, including up and down hills. We plan to be finished hiking by 1 

p.m. We will be looking for assorted forest birds including woodpeckers. Bring water, clothes for 

changing weather, and a snack or lunch if you want. 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flonetree.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dbadc6a2cbafa66e1bf1a64290%26id%3D15c258f18c%26e%3D1edffabe9c&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf68e738460e34df3044308d62a45359a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636742874068580293&sdata=Pkomt1aJ9VkvcL%2Bqs3MiWduogK7QgvG2WmJptn1TEvw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flonetree.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dbadc6a2cbafa66e1bf1a64290%26id%3Dd7518bcaf5%26e%3D1edffabe9c&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf68e738460e34df3044308d62a45359a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636742874068580293&sdata=ksmTQzS31axb78Yj2Tgcy93uGsDWd2d36Yvpeo3fXcs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com
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Please contact Grant Frost if you plan to meet us, 307-343-2024 so that we can watch for you or if 

you have any questions. 

 Part of the Turtle Rock Trail, August 2018, by Mark Gorges 

 

August 25 – Virtual Board Meeting 
             Contact Terry Harper (cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com) if you would like to participate in 

helping to plan chapter activities. 
 

August 28 - Country Club Bird Survey 7 a.m. Contact Chuck Seniawski to take part or be 
on his email notice list: 307-638-6519 or chuckski@aol.com.  
 

September 15 – Program on Zoom 7 p.m. - Introduction to iNaturalist with Mason 
Lee. Join us for our first Zoom chapter program. More information about signing in for the 
presentation will be available in our September newsletter.  

Mason is the project coordinator for the University of Wyoming Biodiversity Institute and has 
been an iNaturalist user for 5 years. 
 

Chapter News 

From CHPAS President Terry Harper
As summer comes to a close we are unfortunately no closer to 

having in-person meetings, programs, or workshops. We miss you all!  
I want to applaud Grant Frost, our field trip committee chair, for 

providing opportunities for folks to bird while social distancing. You can 
read more about the results of the recent trip to Pine Bluffs below.  

And working with technology, we recently co-sponsored a virtual 
summer camp put on by Audubon Rockies as a way to reach our young 

birders.  
We hope that you are well and continue to keep up with CHPAS events via the 

newsletter, website, and Facebook. Watch for your annual membership renewal letter this month.      
 

Education
For information on our conservation, education and outreach grants, see our chapter website 

at: https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/. 

mailto:cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com
mailto:chuckski@aol.com
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/


 

Advocacy Network 
Environmental Issues Update 

Our chapter signed onto a letter of opposition to Mr. Pendley for Director of BLM sent 
by the National Audubon Society. https://missoulian.com/news/local/bullock-sues-to-block-
pendley-from-blm-job/article_95afc0ec-7ad4-59fa-9efd-d96c6281098f.html. 

The Great American Outdoors Act passed in Congress with bi-partisan support, and 
President Trump signed it. This will fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund and provide 
parks money for infrastructure and development. 
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/climate-change/508865-the-great-
american-outdoors-act-passes-with. 

For our chapter Advocacy Network updates, sign up at our website: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/advocacy-network/.  
 

Habitat Hero 
Photograph your garden for your Habitat Hero application  
By Barb Gorges (Photos by Barb Gorges) 

Now is the time to photograph your garden if you are thinking about applying for 
Habitat Hero certification. Show off the plants, even if they are newly planted, that you have 
chosen for birds, butterflies, bees, moths and other wildlife (even the stubs the rabbits left 
behind). 

Have you installed a water feature or plain old-fashioned bird bath? How about a 
catio to keep your cat and the birds safe? Did you put up a bee hotel or functional birdhouses? Did you figure out a 
way to keep birds from hitting your window? Take pictures of all of those items as well.  

Visit https://rockies.audubon.org/habitat-hero/apply and see how easy it is to apply for one of the three 
levels of heroism.  

If you are still not ready to apply this fall, now is the time to take notes on the plants you see in other 
gardens so that you are ready to winter sow some seeds or plant in the spring. Check out the two Habitat Hero 
demonstration gardens at the Board of Public Utilities headquarters on Snyder or at the Cheyenne Botanic 
Gardens between the rose garden and parking lot. If you need help identifying plants, please email me a photo, 
bgorges4@msn.com.  

 

  
Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) and bumblebee. Barb Gorges.                

  

Bird News 
You’re Invited to the Cozy Burrow of an Atlantic Puffin 
from National Audubon Society 
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 Thanks to our partnership with Explore.org, bird-lovers all over the world can now peer inside the rocky 
burrow of an Atlantic Puffin, where these charming seabirds nest 
and breed during the spring and summer.  
 This video installation, which went live on Seal Island, 
Maine in 2013, marked the first time high-definition cameras were 
used in North America to stream video of Atlantic Puffins and 
pufflings. And, yes, they are really called pufflings.  
 So, if you’re in need of a midday bird break, look no 
further. Visit explore.org for puffins and many more wildlife cams 
that bring the rarely-seen natural world to your screen. 

 
July 17-19 - Wyoming BioBlitz 2020 
from Audubon Rockies report 
 Across the state there were 203 observers documenting 5,494 observations of 1,347 species in 
iNaturalist: 749 species of plants, 330 species of insects, 133 species of birds, 48 species of fungi, 39 species of 
mammals, 26 species of arachnids, 6 species of reptiles, and 6 species of amphibians. 301 new species for 
Wyoming were added to iNaturalist that weekend.  
 Here are the most identified species by taxa: 
  Birds: American Robin, Turkey Vulture, and Red-tailed Hawk 
  Plants: yarrow, silvery lupine, and fireweed 
  Mammals: mule deer, pronghorn, and moose 
  Insects: western honeybee, wood nymph, and Mormon fritillary  
 For a full report on the statewide results, also broken down to separate parts of the state, go to: 
https://rockies.audubon.org/news/naturalist/wyoming-bioblitz-2020-results 

 
July 18 – Pine Bluffs Rest Area Nature Trail Field Trip Report 
By Mark Gorges 

 We had a beautiful, hot summer day for our part of the Wyoming BioBlitz 2020. Eleven of us met at the 
rest area, hiked up the nature trail, along the ridge and back down. As a group we covered about 2.5 miles in a 
little under 3 hours. 
 Our goal was to survey all plants and wildlife that we could find and report them as part of the statewide 

BioBlitz (see the report above). Also check out our chapter website (https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/field-
trip-results/) for more pictures from the field trip.  Here is our group bird list from the morning. 

 21 species: 
Wild Turkey 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 

Mourning Dove 

Great Blue Heron 

Turkey Vulture 

Cooper’s Hawk 

Swainson’s Hawk 

Red-tailed Hawk  
Northern Flicker 

American Kestrel 

Western Wood-Pewee 

Western Kingbird 

Blue Jay 

Cliff Swallow 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Rock Wren 

Brown Thrasher 

American Robin 

House Finch 

American Goldfinch 

Common Grackle 
Western Kingbirds by Mark Gorges 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/18451552/229056363/679498609?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNQVUvMS81NjQ5MCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIzYzRjMjc2OS1hOGQxLWVhMTEtOWIwNS0wMDE1NWQwM2JkYTAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIm1nb3JnZXNAanVuby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=UPwO8gu3P9l2_0NRC3v2CtO7w_4NaD9sPdhjYg3UhTw=&emci=2b752a5b-f9d0-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&emdi=3c4c2769-a8d1-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&ceid=2532875
https://click.everyaction.com/k/18451552/229056363/679498609?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNQVUvMS81NjQ5MCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIzYzRjMjc2OS1hOGQxLWVhMTEtOWIwNS0wMDE1NWQwM2JkYTAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIm1nb3JnZXNAanVuby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=UPwO8gu3P9l2_0NRC3v2CtO7w_4NaD9sPdhjYg3UhTw=&emci=2b752a5b-f9d0-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&emdi=3c4c2769-a8d1-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&ceid=2532875
https://click.everyaction.com/k/18451553/229056364/679498609?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNQVUvMS81NjQ5MCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIzYzRjMjc2OS1hOGQxLWVhMTEtOWIwNS0wMDE1NWQwM2JkYTAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIm1nb3JnZXNAanVuby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=UPwO8gu3P9l2_0NRC3v2CtO7w_4NaD9sPdhjYg3UhTw=&emci=2b752a5b-f9d0-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&emdi=3c4c2769-a8d1-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&ceid=2532875
https://rockies.audubon.org/news/naturalist/wyoming-bioblitz-2020-results
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 One of our members, Greg Johnson, recorded the following list of 53 plant species of plants: 
 

Plants observed 7-18-20 Pine Bluffs BioBlitz 

Trees  

Ponderosa pine Pinus ponderosa 

Rocky Mountain juniper Juniperus scopulorum 

Shrubs and half shrubs  

Skunkbush sumac Rhus trilobata 

Chokecherry Prunus virginiana 

Mountain mahogany Cercocarpus montanus 

Common juniper Jupiperus communis 

Soapweed yucca Yucca glauca 

Green rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus 

Sand sage Artemisia filifolia 

Fringed sage Artemisia frigida 

Wood’s rose Rosa woodsii 

Broom snakeweed Gutierrezia sarothrae  

Winterfat Krascheninnikovia lanata 

Currant Ribes sp. (not sure what species but Barb has a 
photo) 

Forbs  

Curly dock Rumex crispus 

Prairie coneflower Ratibida columnifera 

Showy milkweed Asclepias speciosa 

Common sunflower Helianthus annuus 

White sweetclover Melilotus alba 

Yellow sweetclover Melilotus officinalis 

Common salsify Tragopogon dubius 

Plains pricklypear Opuntia polyacantha 

Western ragweed Ambrosia psilostachya  

Kochia Kochia scoparia 

Curlycup gumweed Grindelia squarrosa 

Blue flax Linum lewisii 

“Yellow” flax Would need to be keyed or IDed from photo – 
either Linum puberulum, australe, or rigidum  

Slimflower scurfpea Psoralidium tenuiflorum 

Wavyleaf  thistle Cirsium undulatum 

White sage Artemisia ludoviciana 

White prairie clover Dalea candida 

Miner’s candle Cryptantha sp. (need photo to get to species) 

Goldenweed Haplopappus sp. (not sure what species, would 
need to be keyed) 

Buckwheat Eriogonum sp. (again, not sure what species, but I 
do have a photo of this one if you don’t) 

Lomatium Lomatium sp. (flowers were gone, so no ID to 
species) 

Prostrate vervain Verbena bracteata 

Velvety gaura Gaura parviflora 

Milkvetch Astragalus spp. (several species without flowers 
that couldn’t be identified) 



 

Grasses  

Crested wheatgrass Agropyron cristatum 

Needle-and-thread Heterostipa comata 

Western wheatgrass Pascopyrum smithii 

Smooth brome Bromus inermis 

Prairie junegrass Koeleria cristata 

Green needlegrass Nassella viridula  

Prairie sandreed Calamovilfa longifolia 

Indian ricegrass Oryzopsis hymenoides 

Little bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 

Sideoats grama Bouteloua curtipendula 

Blue grama Bouteloua gracilis 

Japanese brome Bromus japonicus 

Squirreltail Elymus elymoides 

Cheatgrass Bromus tectorum 

Canada wild rye Elymus canadensis 
 
 

 

July 31 – Cheyenne Country Club survey results 
By Chuck Seniawski 

6:52 AM - 9:00 AM 
Protocol: Traveling 
3.0 mile(s) 
55 degrees. Clear skies. Grant Frost, Mark Gorges, Greg Johnson,  
Jerry Johnson, Chuck Seniawski. 
25 species (+1 other taxa) 
Canada Goose  10 
Gadwall  8 
Mallard  39     3 ducklings  
Eurasian Collared-Dove  4 
Ring-billed Gull  1 
Larus sp.  1     Did not get a good look 
at this flyover 
Double-crested Cormorant  3 
Swainson's Hawk  1 
Belted Kingfisher  3 
Northern Flicker  21     Out in force 
today 
Black-billed Magpie  1 
American Crow  24 
Mountain Chickadee  1 
Barn Swallow  5 
Cliff Swallow  15 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet  1 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  4 
Marsh Wren  2 
American Robin  1 
House Sparrow  4 
House Finch  4 
American Goldfinch  3 
Red-winged Blackbird  7 
Common Grackle  9 
Common Yellowthroat  2 
Yellow Warbler  2   View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S71987570 

Mallard family by Mark Gorges 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S71987570


 

Audubon Rockies 
Visit their webpage to see their August 2020 newsletter (https://audubon.stagecoachdigital.com/web-
view/20692) 

Topics include: 

- Habitat Hero Weekly Webinars: kicks off on August 12 with Pollinator 101 

- Audubon's Conservation Ranching Initiative Webinar: a virtual tour of Audubon's Conservation Ranching 
Initiative 

- Audubon Afterschool: Their first session on September 10 will feature the wonders of bird migration  

- National Hummingbird Weekend: This Labor Day weekend, join them in using iNaturalist to submit sightings 

of hummingbirds 
 

Summertime is family time for birds 
By Barb Gorges 
 I asked one of our sons if he’d done any interesting birdwatching lately. He said no, it isn’t as exciting as 
during spring migration. 
            I would disagree. Return migration starts up in mid-July. Migrating shorebirds were at the Wyoming 
Hereford Ranch Reservoir #1 then, while low water levels made their favorite mudflats. 
            One sure sign of impending autumn is the hummingbirds coming into town. My red beebalm’s first flower 
was in bloom for about two days when it attracted the first broad-tailed hummingbird July 11. It was finished 
nesting in the high country and it, or other broadtails, made daily visits for 10 days. Then, a male rufous 
hummingbird returning from breeding—maybe in northwest Canada—came by. As the beebalm reached its peak, 
we had a hummingbird buzzing in every daylight hour or so, checking the flowers’ recharge of nectar and mostly 
ignoring the hummingbird feeder.  

 
Rufous Hummingbird by Mark Gorges 

            However, birdwatching in my neighborhood in July and August is more about family drama. 
Kids are naturally noisy and the Swainson’s hawks in the nest two yards down are no exception. One of the young 
took a tumble and landed on a branch several feet below the nest, which is set in the top of a spruce. It cried all 
day, but I think it climbed back up because it looked like there were two young back on the nest July 24. 
            One day I thought one of the young Swainson’s had fledged and was sitting in our tree. I could hear a 
slightly off rendition of the call, maybe like a young bird still practicing, but couldn’t spot it at all. Later, I realized it 
was a blue jay doing imitations. And then there were the three blue jays flitting through our backyard that didn’t 
sound like full-fledged blue jays. They weren’t. Husband Mark’s photo showed one still had puffy baby feathers on 
its rump. 
            July and August are when many plants bear fruit here. Whole extended families of robins strip our 
chokecherries even though I don’t think the fruit is ripe yet. In the neglected front yard around the corner there’s a 
wonderful crop of thistle. Usually it’s the American goldfinches helping themselves but the other day there was a 

https://audubon.stagecoachdigital.com/web-view/20692
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lesser goldfinch, which is not as common. Both are species that nest later than other songbirds because they are 
waiting to feed their young chewed up thistle seed instead of insects, like the other songbird parents. 
            If you keep your eyes open, you may see parents feeding young, even after they’ve fledged, like the yellow 
warblers we saw along Crow Creek. And, when you see five house wrens hanging around the same willow tree, 
you know they are siblings who haven’t dispersed yet. 
            Young crows take longer to mature. One of the smarter species of birds, not everything they need to know 
is hard-wired in their brain. They must learn it. After my cleaning the other day, my dental hygienist and I peered 
out the window wondering just why the young crow was rolling a rock-like object around—sorry, didn’t think to bring 
binocs to my appointment. 
            One surprise this summer has been the number of mourning doves. Within a few years of the first sighting 
of Eurasian collared-doves in Wyoming, here in Laramie County in 1998, we quit seeing mourning doves breeding 
in our neighborhood. But this summer if we look closely at the doves on the wires, many have the mourning dove’s 
pointy-tailed silhouette. Perhaps they’ve finally learned to compete with the collared-doves for nest sites. 
            For some species, their parental duties are already finished and they are free to flock around Cheyenne 
with their pals. The other morning, I estimated there were 150 common grackles carrying on boisterously in 
treetops and on lawns. Eventually, they will head south. 
            If bird behavior interests you, read Jennifer Ackerman’s new book, “The Bird Way: A New Look at How 
Birds Talk, Work, Play, Parent and Think.” Ackerman writes, in a very readable way, about the latest science that is 
discovering that birds approach those five kinds of behaviors in myriad ways. 
            I flipped to the section on parenting. From egg shape to nest shape to who feeds the young and how they 
are protected, birds have evolved strategies to suit their environment. 
But it isn’t always an eons-long process. If they aren’t successful with a nest in one location one year, they may 
move to a different location the next. 
Or they knock people on the head if they suspect they’ve harmed their chicks, like the Australian magpie does. And 
those birds can remember people for 20 years. Yikes. 
            Thankfully, our birds are easier to live with, especially when we preserve prairie habitat and enhance the 
city forest, letting them enrich our lives.    
  

            

(Juvenile Mourning Dove by Mark Gorges)             (Juvenile Barn Swallow by Mark Gorges)  
 
Barb Gorges invites readers to share their bird sightings and stories. Email bgorges4@msn.com, call 307-634-0463 or search the 
archives at http://cheyennebirdbanter.wordpress.com. She is the author of “Cheyenne Birds by the Month,” available through outlets 
listed at www.YuccaRoadPress.com. 
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