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The CHPAS Flyer is published on line monthly as a benefit of chapter membership. Submissions are welcome. 
The current issue is available online at www.CheyenneAudubon.wordpress.com. 
Contact Us at  

Please become a CHPAS member (Have you renewed your membership for 2020-2021?) 
          Send $12 plus any optional donation and your name, email address and mailing address to Cheyenne-High 
Plains Audubon Society, P.O. Box 2502, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  
          All chapter memberships expire Sept. 1. Any membership dues sent in after May 1 will pertain to the remainder 
of the current membership year and the following year. 
Join the National Audubon Society 
          Send $20 to Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society to join the National Audubon Society and you will 
receive NAS membership and NAS will return the $20 to CHPAS. 
Wyo  chat group 

          Subscribe, post and/or read about interesting sightings on this Facebook public group site: 
  

Calendar  
 
September 15  Program on Zoom 7 p.m. - Introduction to 
iNaturalist with Mason Lee.  

Join us for our first Zoom chapter program. iNaturalist is a social 
networking platform for nature enthusiasts to share biodiversity information--
you can record your observations, get help with identifications, and see what 
other people are observing around the world. Learn more about iNaturalist and 
how to use it during this presentation.   

Mason is the project coordinator for the University of Wyoming 
Biodiversity Institute, and has been an iNaturalist user for 5 years .She 
especially loves using iNaturalist to explore the biodiversity around her when 
she travels and to get help identifying invertebrates that she finds! 

 



 
How Our Virtual Chapter Meeting Will Work 

                At least a day or more before the meeting: Our September meeting will be hosted by 
our guest 

yourself a note about which day you received the email so that you can find it at the time of the 
meeting Sept. 15.  

This is the free registration link: 
https://uwyo.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcpdumhrjgrGdVMlvivYHbBdMuMgh3mbAmM 
When you click on that, you will be able to register by entering your name and email. Once 
you register, you will receive the Zoom meeting link.  
                If you have not Zoomed before, the link will prompt you to sign up for a free account by 
giving them your name, email address and making up a password. Allow 5 minutes. 

You can also take care of this in advance by going to https://zoom.us/. Once you have a free 
personal Zoom account, you can set up your own meetings with friends and family (40-minute 
meeting limit if there are more than two participants). 
             If you do not have a camera on your smart phone, tablet or computer, we will not be able to 
see you, but you can still connect.  
                6:45 p.m.: The meeting will be open. Click on the link from the email you received. Once 

can see you. You can click on your microphone icon to visit with other people in the meeting. 
                Click on the CHAT button to 
prize drawing. (If you win, you will have to stop by the Gorges house to pick it up.) 
                7 p.m.: CHPAS President Terry Harper will make announcements. You should be muted 
unless you have a question. 
                ~7:15 p.m.: Our guest speaker, Mason, will begin. Everyone else will be muted. If a 
question occurs to you, please type it in the CHAT box for Mason to answer, either during her 
presentation or during the open question time at the end. 
                Question time: Mason will answer questions from the audience. 
                Social time: Feel free to leave the meeting by clicking on the red button. There will be a 
little time to visit as there was at the beginning of the m
refreshments! 
 
 
September 19  Birding Springer and Table Mountain Wildlife Habitat 
Management Areas, 8 a.m. field trip
          We will leave from the parking lot by the 
Children's Village at the Cheyenne Botanic 
Gardens at 8 a.m. Plan to caravan, not carpool, 
north on US-85, about 68 miles to the Parking 
Area for Springer/Bump Sullivan Wildlife Habitat 
Management Area. The gravel parking area is 
on the west side of the highway, 6.4 miles north 
of Hawk Springs. There will be some hiking on 
uneven ground. 
           After checking out the lakes and habitat 
there, we will drive about 16 miles east to Table 
Mountain WHMA. We expect to see waterfowl, 
shorebirds, hawks and maybe some other 
migrating and resident birds. 



 
           Bring water, clothes for changing weather, and a lunch if you want. We expect to be finished 
by 1 or 2 p.m., but you can leave whenever you need to. Then, of course, there is the drive home. 
Don't plan on a gas station once we leave Cheyenne. 
          Please contact Mark Gorges if you plan to meet us, 307-634-0463 so that we can watch for 
you or if you have any questions. 
 
September 22  Virtual Board Meeting, 7p.m.

Contact Terry Harper (cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com  if you would like to participate in 
helping to plan chapter activities. 
 

September 25 - Country Club Bird Survey, 8 a.m.  
Contact Chuck Seniawski to take part or be on his email notice list: 307-638-6519 or 

chuckski@aol.com.  
 
October 20  Program on Zoom, 7 p.m.  "What the #$%@ is that Silhouette? 
Raptor ID." 
 Zach Hutchinson
through a raptor ID session. 
 
 

Chapter News 

Dear CHPAS Members and Friends, 
          In our Covid necessitated virtual world, Audubon Rockies held a virtual 
Tri-state conference this August and three members attended. It was a great 
opportunity to visit with other chapter members and Rockie's staff. There 
were lots of ideas about relevant issues like, how to get younger people 
involved and participating. 
          At our next board meeting we will review our goals from last year and 

set new ones while considering some of the ideas generated at the conference. We welcome any 
ideas you have for the chapter and you are always welcome to attend our Zoom board meetings by 
contacting us at our website https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/   
          Outside of the virtual world, we are still holding socially distanced field trips so be sure to 
check out the plan in September to travel to Springer/Bump Sullivan. 
Yours, 
Terry Harper, CHPAS President 
Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society logo, Mountain Plover, drawn by Michelle LaGory. 

      
 

Advocacy Network 
Environmental Issues Update 

Good News: Greater sage grouse counts are up in key states across the west. The 
numbers held steady for Wyoming and there was a 33% increase noted in the northeast part 
of the state. https://www.wyofile.com/greater-sage-grouse-counts-tick-up-west-wide/ 

Last month, our chapter signed onto a letter of opposition to Mr. Pendley for Director 
of BLM. Since then, the White House announced plans to withdraw the nomination of William 
Pendley for Director of BLM, however he will remain the acting director.  

Judge Caproni found that the reinterpreted Migratory Bird Treaty Act policy runs 
counter to the purpose of the MBTA to protect migratory bird populations  and is contrary to 
the plain meaning of the MBTA  See the Bird Banter article at the end of this newsletter. 



With increased wind turbine development in Wyoming, a recent study has found that wind 
turbine blades painted black decrease bird deaths up to 70%. 
https://www.evwind.es/2020/08/25/black-paint-on-wind-turbines-helps-prevent-bird-
deaths/76783#:~:text=According%20to%20a%20study%20conducted,capacity%20added%20world
wide%20in%202019. 

For our chapter Advocacy Network updates, sign up at our website: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/advocacy-network/.  
 

Habitat Hero 
Gardens suffer in record summer heat  
By Mark Gorges  

Our Habitat Hero demonstration gardens are dominated with plants that 
require little water once established. Of course, we added some new plants and 
transplanted some established plants this spring and early summer. The record 
heat and the lack of normal rain fall did not help those plants this year. 

However, many plants grew and flowered. Some of the flowers did not last 
as long as they might have with more water, and by the end of August the gardens looked a little 
parched.  

We are coordinating with the staff at the Cheyenne Botanic Gardens to modify the watering 
system to accommodate future drought years. 

Check out Barb s Garden Gossip  blog at 

 

 
                            

 

Education 
Education Grant at St. Mary's by Mark Gorges 

           The third grade classroom at St. Mary's School 
received a grant from the chapter with which they purchased two bird 
baths for their playground and binoculars for the kids to watch and 
report on birds.  Dennis Saville donated two bird feeders that he made 
for them to hang up. 
          The plan is for the kids to keep the bird feeders and the bird 
baths filled and watch for birds.  

For information on our conservation, education and outreach 
grants, see our chapter website at: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/. 



 
 

 

Bird News 
Free Bird Books 
Larry & Connie Atwell have two older bird books to give away free: 
 
           A Field Guide to the Birds - by roger Tory Peterson - 1947 

          The Book of Birds, Volume II - National Geographic Society - 1937 

If you are interested in these. Contact Larry and Connie at 307- 635-2550 or lcatwell@msn.com. 
 
August 22  Vedauwoo Area Field Trip Report 
By Mark Gorges 
 Eleven of us, ranging in age from 14 months to over 70 years, circumnavigated Nautilus Rock just on the 
east side of the Vedauwoo campground. Our two and a half hour hike covered about 2.5 miles. We identified 20 
species and saw a couple of unidentified flycatchers in the distance. 
 
Wild Turkey  7 - 3 adults and 4 young, in thick 
undergrowth in an evergreen/deciduous mix next to a 
very small meadow. 
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon)  2 
Turkey Vulture  7      
Cooper's Hawk  1 
Northern Flicker  6 
Western Wood-Pewee  4 
Clark's Nutcracker  8 
Common Raven  1 
Mountain Chickadee  16 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  6 
White-breasted Nuthatch  2 
Rock Wren  2 
House Wren  3 
Townsend's Solitaire  3 
American Robin  3 
American Goldfinch  1 
Green-tailed Towhee  5 
Townsend's Warbler  1 
Wilson's Warbler  1 
Western Tanager  1 
 
View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S72694899 
 

 
August 28  Cheyenne Country Club survey results
By Chuck Seniawski 
6:47 AM - 9:00 AM 
Protocol: Traveling 
3.0 mile(s) 
Checklist Comments: 66 degrees, as a cold front had moved in overnight. Breeze at about 15 mph. But very birdy. 
Several small mixed flocks observed. Art Anderson, Richard Gilbert, Greg Johnson, Jerry Johnson, Chuck 
Seniawski. 
27 species 
  
Blue-winged Teal  25    In flight 
Gadwall  9 
Mallard  13 



 
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon)  1 
Double-crested Cormorant  18 
Turkey Vulture  1 
Cooper's Hawk  2 
Swainson's Hawk  2 
Northern Flicker  4 
Western Wood-Pewee  2 
Willow Flycatcher  1 
Cordilleran Flycatcher  1 
American Crow  42 
Mountain Chickadee  4 
Barn Swallow  5 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  3 
House Wren  2 
American Robin  40    Mostly flying 
House Finch  1 
American Goldfinch  3 
Chipping Sparrow  54    Several small mixed flocks flying around and feeding in fairways 
Clay-colored Sparrow  2 
Lark Sparrow  1 
Common Grackle  1 
Yellow Warbler  2 
Townsend's Warbler  6 
Wilson's Warbler  8 
  
View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S72921189 

9th Annual Yampa Valley Crane Festival 

The Yampa Valley Crane Festival, celebrating the migrating Greater Sandhill Cranes, is going virtual this 
year. Volunteers and experts bring you a variety of free entertaining and educational videos focused on cranes and 
crane-related topics beginning Sept. 3. 
          Visit the Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition website for details: https://coloradocranes.org/2020-
festival/. 
           

-8 p.m. on the Bud 
Werner Library Lawn. They can also be viewed online at https://www.32auctions.com/craneyardart. The auction of 
these Yard Art Cranes will take place strictly online Sept. 4 -8.  Instructions for bidding on a crane can be found 
at https://coloradocranes.org/2020-festival/instructions-for-yampa-valley-crane-yard-art-auction/. 
 



Audubon Rockies 
Visit their News Page for numerous interesting topics ( ) 

Topics include: 

- Converse County Oil and Gas Project Poses Serious Threats to Raptors, Sage-Grouse 

- U.S. Senate Introduces New Program to Assess and Monitor Saltwater Lake Ecosystems in the West 

 
 Migratory Bird Treaty Act is back in full force 
By Barb Gorges 
 

 

Canada is happy again. It was not happy in December 2017 when the solicitor of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior reinterpreted the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act so that it allowed industry to accidentally kill birds 
without any penalty including birds that spend summers in Canada. 
            In August this year, the National Audubon Society, American Bird Conservancy, other conservation 
organizations and eight states successfully sued to get that reinterpretation reversed by U.S. District Court Judge 
Valerie Caproni. 
            It was the hat-making industry that early on ran afoul (afowl?) of people who value birds. Wading birds that 
grow luxurious plumes during the breeding season and other birds were being slaughtered so that the feathers 

ats  
            In 1896, Harriet Hemenway and Minna B. Hall, no slaves to fashion, organized the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society for the Protection of Birds to save the birds from decimation. Ten years before, George Bird 
Grinnell organized a group he called the Audubon Society in New York City. 



 
            By 1898, 16 more state Audubon societies were formed, leading to the founding of the National Audubon 
Society for the Protection of Birds in 1905. 
            In 1916, the U.S. and Great Britain, on behalf of Canada, signed the Migratory Bird Treaty. In 1918 the U.S. 
enacted the Migratory Bird Treaty Act to implement it. In later years, with bipartisan support, the treaty and the act 
were expanded to include agreements with Mexico, Japan and what is now Russia. 
            The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the agency setting the MBTA policies and enforcing them. 
            
capture or kill, possess, offer for sale, sell, offer to purchase, purchase, deliver for shipment, ship, cause to be 
shipped, deliver for transportation, transport, cause to be transported, carry or cause to be carried by any means 
whatever, receive for shipment, transportation or carriage, or export, at any time, or in any manner, any migratory 

 
            Technically, teachers should not disp
classrooms without license from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
            Without the MBTA, BP (British Petroleum) would not have paid $100 million in penalties for killing an 
estimated one million birds in the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The fine went to wetland and migratory bird 
conservation as compensation. 

Without the full protection of the MBTA between December 2017 and this August, snowy owls were 
electrocuted in four states, oil spills happened in three states and there were other examples of avoidable bird 
deaths that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service investigated but could not penalize anyone for. 
            The potential for hefty fines has led to industry innovation, such as covering oil field waste pits and 

year are still killed by powerlines, seven million by communication towers, half to one million by oil waste pits and 
oil spills still happen. 
            
just pretty faces. They work. They perform ecological services, which means they do things like keep other species 
in balance that can become pests to humans otherwise. 

Lab of Ornithology, American Bird Conservancy, Environment and Climate Change Canada, U.S. Geological 
Survey, Bird Conservatory of the Rockies, Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center and Georgetown University, North 
America has 3 billion birds fewer today than in 1970,  due to loss of habitat and other human-caused problems. 
What if they were all still with us? Would one advantage be that we would need fewer chemical pesticides and 
have fewer of their side effects? 
            We have a lot in common with birds. Birds are more like us than we ever expected. They learn, they plot, 
they communicate--
scientists are learning. 
            Environmental protection regulations have taken a hit in the last four years. As people who breathe air and 
drink water, more of us should be more concerned. At least the bird protections regained by the recent MBTA 
verdict will help people as well, if somewhat indirectly. 
            Next, the National Audubon Society is going to court to defend the National Environmental Policy Act. The 
birds will appreciate that. 
 

Great Egret photo: 
Fashionable women of the 1880s and 1890s demanded hats 
decorated with bird feathers, especially beautiful white plumes 
the great egret grows during breeding season. Photo by Barb 
Gorges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Snowy Egret photo: 
The snowy egret was one of the species targeted by the hat-
making industry in the U.S. and Europe in the late 1800s. 
Photo by Barb Gorges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barb Gorges invites readers to share their bird sightings and stories. Email bgorges4@msn.com, call 307-634-0463 or 
search http://cheyennebirdbanter.wordpress.com
at www.YuccaRoadPress.com. 

            
 

Cheyenne  High Plains Audubon Society  
P. O. Box 250Cheyenne, WY 82003 


