
October 2020 "Flyer" 
Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society 

 
Chartered by the National Audubon Society since 1974 

 
Serving southeastern Wyoming Audubon members 
 
Mission Statement: The Cheyenne-High Plains Audubon Society promotes the 

conservation and appreciation of birds and wildlife through education, science, advocacy, and habitat stewardship in 
Southeast Wyoming. 
 
Vision Statement: The Cheyenne-High Plains Audubon Society envisions a community where birds, wildlife, and 
their habitats are valued, protected, and enjoyed by the general public. 
 
Officers and Committee Chairs 2020-2021 
 
Terry Harper, President 

 
Dennis Saville, Vice president 

 
Lorie Chesnut, Secretary 
      
Chuck Seniawski, Treasurer 

 
Pete Arnold, Audubon Rockies 
Board 

 
Jack Palma, Audubon Rockies 
Board 

 
Terry Harper, Conservation 

 
Education, open 

 
Donna Kassel, Historian 
 
Grant Frost, Field Trips, Bird 
Compiler 
 
Mark Gorges, Newsletter, 
Habitat Hero 
             
Art Anderson, Important Bird 
Areas 

 
Wanda Manley, Member at 
Large 

 
Elaine Grings, Social Media 
 
Barb Gorges, Programs, 
Publicity 
 
Lorie Chesnut, Hospitality, 
Website  
 

The CHPAS Flyer is published on line monthly as a benefit of chapter membership. Submissions are welcome. 
The current issue is available online at www.CheyenneAudubon.wordpress.com. 
Contact Us at  

Please become a CHPAS member (Have you renewed your membership for 2020-2021?) 
          Send $12 plus any optional donation and your name, email address and mailing address to Cheyenne-High 
Plains Audubon Society, P.O. Box 2502, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  
          All chapter memberships expire Sept. 1. Any membership dues sent in after May 1 will pertain to the remainder 
of the current membership year and the following year. 
Join the National Audubon Society 
          Send $20 to Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society to join the National Audubon Society and you will 
receive NAS membership and NAS will return the $20 to CHPAS. 
Wyo  chat group 

          Subscribe, post and/or read about interesting sightings on this Facebook public group site: 
  

Calendar  

  October 17  Field trip: Waterfowl on the Front Range Lakes 

We will leave from the Lions Park parking lot at the 
Children's Village at 8 a.m. We will not carpool due to virus 
restrictions. We will drive south on I-25 about 53 miles to 
Fossil Creek Reservoir Natural Area which is about a mile to 
the west at the Windsor, CO exit. We will probably spend a 
few hours there. We will be looking for wintering and fall 
migrating waterfowl and eagles. 

On the way back we can stop at a few other places 
such as Windsor Lake, Windsor Reservoir and Timnath Open Space or the Running Dear Natural 



Area in Ft. Collins depending on time and the interests of the group. We should return by 3 p.m., but 
you can leave whenever you need to. Bring water, a lunch or snacks and dress for the weather.  

If you are interested in going, contact Grant Frost, 307-343-2024, so that he has a list of 
those expected, and can let you know if the plans change for any reason.  

 
October 20  Program on Zoom, 7 p.m.  "What the #$%@ is that Silhouette? 
Raptor ID." 

 Zach 
Naturalist in Casper will guide us through a raptor ID 
session. Learn how to tell those painful raptor silhouettes 
apart without craning your neck! Join Zach as he provides 
helpful tips on some of the diurnal raptors of the Rocky 
Mountain region. 
 You must use the free registration to participate 
in the Zoom meeting. The signup form for the October 
program is now live. Register 
here: https://act.audubon.org/a/what-raptor-id.  

The program will start with chapter announcements at 
7:00 p.m. You can log in at 6:30 for informal chats with our 
speaker and other participants who want to join that part of 
the evening. 

If you have problems signing in on the evening of the 
program, please call Barb at 307-634-0463.  
 

October 27  Virtual Board Meeting, 7p.m.
Contact Terry Harper, cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com, if you would like to participate in 

helping to plan chapter activities. 
 

October 30 - Country Club Bird Survey, 8 a.m.  
Contact Chuck Seniawski to take part or be on his email notice list: 307-638-6519 or 

chuckski@aol.com.   
 
October field trips led by Laramie Audubon: 
Saturday, October 10, 8 a.m. - meet at Hutton Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, October 17, 8 a.m. - meet at the Optimist Park Garfield Street parking lot (Greenbelt trip) 
Saturday, October 31, 8 a.m. - meet at the Optimist Park Garfield Street parking lot (Greenbelt 
trip).  Feel free to wear your Halloween costume! 
laramieaudubon.blogspot.com 
 
 

Chapter News 

iNaturalist  How did our first Zoom program go? 
  Overall, it went well. Because Zoom required us to start on the half 
hour, you could sign in as early as 6:30, but our host did not open the 
meeting till 6:45 as we planned in the newsletter. With that 15 minutes of 
inactivity some people left the site and missed their informal chatting before 
the program started at 7 p.m. 
  After notices and introductions, Mason Lee from the University of 

program. Not only can we each record our own field observations, but the program can help us with 



the identification of plants or animals that may be new to us. We can also see what other people are 
observing locally or around the world. 
 Mason, who has been using iNaturalist for over five years, took us through screen shots of 
how the program works. After her formal presentation Mason was able to answer questions from the 
audience. 
 

 
Dear CHPAS Members and Friends, 
          This year it is crucial to vote for candidates that will protect the future for humans and wildlife. 
The continued assault to laws, like the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and management plans for wildlife, 
increases the dangers to their and our existence. We learned last year that almost 3 billion birds 
have disappeared since 1970. Recent wildfires highlight the perils of climate change.  

What we can do now is vote! And voting locally and nationally for candidates who support 
bird and wildlife protections will make a difference!  Encourage others to vote the same. It  a fight 
for survival. 

Greenway Clean Up, September 26 - Thank you to 5 folks who braved the smoky conditions 
and frisbee golf throws from a large active group on Saturday during the Greenway Clean up. Grant 
Frost, William McIntyre, Elaine Grings, Pete Sokolowsky, and Terry Harper collected 5 bags of 
rubbish in a little over an hour. They also sighted some warblers hanging around. The creek and 
greenway are in good shape! 

 
Yours, 
Terry Harper, CHPAS President 
Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society logo, Mountain Plover, drawn by Michelle LaGory. 
     
 

Advocacy Network 
Environmental Issues Update 

A recent court ruling from Montana declared that William Perry Pendley served unlawfully as 
the acting director of the BLM for 424 days. That s a victory for us all! 

The Red Desert s wildlife and habitat in Wyoming could be threatened as the BLM  Rock 
Springs Resource Management Plan comes under review. 
website for a discussion about the Values of the Red Desert area at: 
https://wyomingoutdoorcouncil.org/2020/06/17/governor-tours-the-red-desert-with-citizens-group-
and-outdoor-council-staff/.  

Next, --A Race to Keep the Red Desert Wild, y 
Patagonia. Click here.  

The National Environmental Protections Act, 50 years old, requires the federal government 
to analyze the environmental impact of major actions and provide that information to the public for 
review and comment. The current administration s Council on Environmental Quality would eliminate 
some reviews and most importantly would impede public comment. NAS joined with many other 
groups to sue the administration. Read here.  

For our chapter Advocacy Network updates, sign up at our website: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/advocacy-network/.  
 

Habitat Hero 



Birds on Native Plants  
From National Audubon Society website 

Native plants play a vital role in the everyday lives of birds. Local flora 
provides more food and better shelter than non-native plants. View some of the 
submissions to the Plants for Birds  category of the 2020 Audubon Photography 
Awards and learn about the relationships of native birds to native plants at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1835201279957287/permalink/2201814496629295/. 

 
 

Education 
Local student receives national recognition 
from Capacity News 

Shelby Hoobler was a winner of our 

School District #1 Science Fair for both of the last 
two years.  

Now, she is the first Wyoming student to 
advance as a finalist in the prestigious Broadcom 

M (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) 
competition for middle school students. Hoobler is 
pictured measuring the soil moisture at certain 
locations at her beaver dam analog structure 
along Dry Creek. (Matt Hoobler Photo) 

Read more in the Capacity News article 
from September 17 at their website:  

https://capcity.news/community/2020/09/17/wyoming-science-fair-student-from-carey-junior-high-
among-finalists-in-prestigious-competition/. 
 

 



Bird News 
October 8-10  Bird Day Live: Online activities for all including kids 
from Environment for the Americas, https://environmentamericas.org 
 The countdown begins to the World Migratory Bird Day 2020 virtual event. Three days of 
programming streamed to Facebook will bring together biologists, educators, and youth in our 
shared passion for migratory birds and their conservation. 
 Head to the Bahamas, Jamaica, Guadalupe, and other islands to learn about mangroves and 
conservation projects. Then head down to Mexico and Saturday will feature a day of activities and 
presentations from partners across the Americas. 
 For access to the virtual festival and the 3-day schedule, go to: https://www.birddaylive.com/. 
 
 
October 17  October Big Day 
From eBird, https://eBird.org 

Mark your calendars 
for October Big Day 17 October 
2020! Big Days are a 24-hour 
opportunity to celebrate the birds 
both near you and around the world. 
For more information on October Big 
Day go to: 
https://ebird.org/octoberbigday. 

October Big Day 2020 is happening 
during the first Global Bird 
Weekend. The goal of Global Bird 
Weekend is to make October 17-18 
the biggest ever birding weekend 

and support BirdL
aims is to have more than 25,000 people submit eBird checklists on 17 October will you be one of 
them? 

Get additional information on the Global Bird Weekend at: https://globalbirding.org/. 
 

 
September 19 - Goshen Hole Field Trip Report 
By Mark Gorges 
 Five of us drove up to Goshen Hole Springer/Bump 
Sullivan Wildlife Management Habitat Area. Driving north from Cheyenne we saw well over a dozen 
raptors on power poles and fence posts but could not stop to look because we had a set time to 
meet at the WMHA. 
 We did stop at the Meridan rest area where we found a flock of about 20 migrating{?} 
Western Meadowlarks working over a mowed grass area along with a few robins. It was quite smoky 
there, but we decided to drive on to the reservoir and see if the smoke was going to be a problem. 
 At the reservoir the air was mostly clear with some blue sky. We birded for well over two 
hours and saw 27 species and numerous small shorebirds that were too far out on the mud flats to 
identify.  
 



Canada Goose  220 
Western Grebe  7 
Sandhill Crane  4 
Killdeer  14 
Baird's Sandpiper  6 
Least Sandpiper  20      
Pectoral Sandpiper  2 
peep sp.  30 
Long-billed Dowitcher  18 
Spotted Sandpiper  5 
Ring-billed Gull  4 
Double-crested Cormorant  7 
American White Pelican  200  
Great Blue Heron  6 
Golden Eagle  1 
Bald Eagle  1 
Great Horned Owl  1 
Northern Flicker  5 
American Kestrel  1 
Blue Jay  7 
Black-billed Magpie  2 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  2 
European Starling  8 
Cedar Waxwing  7 
Western Meadowlark  8 
Red-winged Blackbird  50 
Yellow-rumped Warbler  7 
Wilson's Warbler  2 
 
View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S73787234. 
 

 
September 25  Cheyenne Country Club survey results
By Chuck Seniawski 
Checklist Comments:    52 degrees. Sunny. Calm. Art Anderson, Grant Frost, Mark Gorges, Jerry 
Johnson, Chuck Seniawski. 
36 species 
 
Gadwall  2 
Mallard  35 
Ring-necked Duck  7 
Eurasian Collared-Dove  8 
Great Blue Heron  2 
Turkey Vulture  1 
Cooper's Hawk  1 
Broad-winged Hawk  1     
Red-naped Sapsucker  1 
Northern Flicker  13 
Prairie Falcon  2 
Western Wood-Pewee  1 
Cordilleran Flycatcher  1   . 
Blue Jay  1 
Black-billed Magpie  5 



American Crow  18 
Mountain Chickadee  3 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet  9 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  21    Birds gathering seeds from spruce cones and storing them. It's been a 
really good seed crop, apparently. 
Marsh Wren  2 
European Starling  5 
Gray Catbird  2 
Hermit Thrush  2 
American Robin  16 
House Sparrow  2 
House Finch  11 
Pine Siskin  1 
American Goldfinch  3 
Chipping Sparrow  60 
Dark-eyed Junco  8 
White-crowned Sparrow  3 
Song Sparrow  1 
Red-winged Blackbird  9 
Yellow-rumped Warbler  9 
Townsend's Warbler  6 
Wilson's Warbler  10 
 
View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S74046621. 
 

Audubon Rockies 
Visit the Audubon Rockies blog page for numerous interesting topics at: 

https://rockies.audubon.org/blog. 
Including: 
- Results from their 2020 summer bird banding 
- Converse County Energy Project information 
- A first review of the Great Salt Lake shorebirds at Gilmore Sanctuary 
- The complicated world of the Greater Sage-Grouse 
- And more. 

 
Migration hazards & bonanzas - Fall migration: some birds hit hazards and others find 
feeding bonanzas 
By Barb Gorges 

Mark and I were camping in the Cascades with our granddaughter and her parents, watching 
American dippers fly up and down the Sauk River when the unseasonably early snowstorm hit 
Cheyenne September 8-9. 
            The first rumor we heard about a bird migration catastrophe was from my sister and brother-
in-law in Albuquerque who mentioned a lot of dead birds had been found in New Mexico after that 
same storm. 
            Albuquerque dropped from a record high of 96 degrees for the date to a record low of 40 with 
high winds. Up on Sandia Crest overlooking the city there was snow. Dead bird reports started 
coming in including 300 carcasses at White Sands Missile Range and more in other parts of the 
region. 
            Within a week, the major bird conservation organizations and the national media were writing 
about it. The best account is at the American Birding Association website, written by Jenna 



McCullough, a graduate student at the University of New Mexico, https://www.aba.org/the-data-
behind-mysterious-bird-deaths-in-new-mexico/. 
            But there were also anecdotal reports of dead migratory birds in the west back in August, the 
possible culprit being the wildfires. Apparently, when smoke fills the air, the migratory birds leave, 
even if it is prematurely, so they may not have eaten enough to store enough fat for the journey. 

 need along the way because the smoke is 
obscuring it. And breathing smoke weakens them. Mark and I had a taste of that on our drive back 
across Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Utah. Cheyenne had even thicker smoke Sept. 26 when it 
was engulfed in the orange plume from the Mullen fire. 
            Not all birds migrate. The non-
less likely to starve during rough times. However, many of the species that migrate are insect eaters, 
insectivores. They migrate south as far as Central and South America when it is too cold up north for 
insects. 

There are birds that specialize in finding hibernating insects and their eggs in tree bark, like 
the brown creeper in winter in Cheyenne. But warblers and flycatchers want more lively insects, and 
swallows require flying insects. 

No insects fly for a while after a freezing event. Even if the birds had stored fat for the 
journey, they would burn a lot trying to keep warm. Swallows are known to huddle together, and 
Jenna found crevices in the bank along the Rio Grande stuffed with emaciated, dead swallows. 
What radar tells us 
            Weather radar stations around the country can pick up the movements of migratory birds. At 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the BirdCast team,  besides forecasting migratory 
activity, processes the data to show the amount and direction of migration over time in active maps. 
            The night of September 8-9, you can see a hole in migratory activity centered on New 
Mexico, Colorado, and western Texas, Kansas and Nebraska no bird movement. And none in 
much of Wyoming, but apparently no one reported high numbers of dead birds here. 
            Conversely, on Sept. 21 as I walked the dog along the Henderson ditch in the morning, the 
vegetation was alive with small birds busily hunting. I checked BirdCast and sure enough, overnight 
there had been a major migration push from eastern Montana down through Cheyenne and down all 
along the Colorado Front Range, as well as in the Pacific Northwest and along the East Coast. The 
night flyers had landed and were having breakfast. 
Drought delight 
            One upside to the drought is the drawdown of reservoirs. When reservoirs are full, there are 
few migrating shorebirds stopping to feed. We went up to Bump Sullivan mid-September and it was 
a cornucopia: Mudflats full of feeding birds stretched a hundred yards between shore and water. 

-billed dowitchers plus 
great blue herons and sandhill cranes probing for invertebrates with their bills. On the water, 
hundreds of American white pelicans were feeding in long strings, shoulder to shoulder. 
            On Sept. 21 I also heard my first dark-eyed juncos in our neighborhood. While insectivorous 
birds abandon us for the winter, the seed-eating jun
feeder regulars yet plenty of seed in the wild for now
would be interesting to do a banding study and find out which mountain ranges our juncos nest in.    



 
 
Barb Gorges invites readers to share their bird sightings and stories. Email bgorges4@msn.com, call 307-634-0463 
or search http://cheyennebirdbanter.wordpress.com
through outlets listed at www.YuccaRoadPress.com. 

            
 

Cheyenne  High Plains Audubon Society  
P. O. Box 250Cheyenne, WY 82003 


