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The CHPAS Flyer is published on line monthly as a benefit of chapter membership. Submissions are welcome. 
The current issue is available online at www.CheyenneAudubon.wordpress.com. 
Contact Us at  

Please become a CHPAS member (Have you renewed your membership for 2020-2021?) 
          Send $12 plus any optional donation and your name, email address and mailing address to Cheyenne-High 
Plains Audubon Society, P.O. Box 2502, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  
          All chapter memberships expire Sept. 1. Any membership dues sent in after May 1 will pertain to the remainder 
of the current membership year and the following year. 
Join the National Audubon Society 
          Send $20 to Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society to join the National Audubon Society and you will 
receive NAS membership and NAS will return the $20 to CHPAS. 
Wyo  chat group 

          Subscribe, post and/or read about interesting sightings on this Facebook public group site: 
  

Calendar  

November 17  Program on Zoom, 7p.m.  How to use the free eBird 
quizzes to practice Cheyenne winter bird i.d. 

 
Winter bird pictures by Mark Gorges  
 



 Barb and Mark Gorges will take us through how to use the free eBird program on your 
computer to make bird quizzes, especially to practice identifying the birds in Cheyenne in late 
December in preparation for our Christmas Bird Count. 

They will also show how to join eBird, how to enter bird sightings through it and how to use 
the eBird mobile app and find other resources such as birding hotspots around the world.
 Here is the link you need to access the 
program: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82351343104?pwd=bkQrU0hBS1BqaXNMaXZJbXI2VmRBdz09, and the 
passcode: 209306 

The program will start with chapter announcements at 7:00 p.m. You can log in at 6:45 for 
informal chats with our speakers and other participants. 

If you have problems signing in on the evening of the program, please call Barb at 307-634-
0463. 

 
November 21  Field Trip 8 a.m.  Wyoming Hereford Ranch  
 We will meet in the parking area at the Wyoming Hereford Ranch office building. This will be 
a good opportunity to brush up on identifying Cheyenne winter birds in the field in preparation for our 
Christmas Bird Count in December. 
 Protective masks will be required and there is no carpooling available. 

If you are interested in going, contact Grant Frost, 307-343-2024, so that he has a list of 
those expected, and can let you know if the plans change for any reason. 
 
November 24  Virtual Board Meeting, 7p.m.

Contact Terry Harper, cheyenneaudubon@gmail.com, if you would like to participate in 
helping to plan chapter activities. 
 

November 27 - Country Club Bird Survey, 8 a.m.  
Contact Chuck Seniawski to take part or be on his email notice list: 307-638-6519 or 

chuckski@aol.com.  parking lot. 
 
December 19  Save the date for the Cheyenne Christmas Bird Count 
 We will have more information in the December newsletter.  
 
January 12-14, noon hours, - 
featuring keynote speaker, Douglas Tallamy. See below. 
 
 

Chapter News 

Raptor ID Program report by Mark Gorges 
  Zach Hutchinson, the Audubon Rockies Community Naturalist in 
Casper, did an outstanding job of taking us through the identification 
characteristics of most of the raptors that we might see in southeast 
Wyoming.  

We had a total of 84 participants, including people from five or six 
other states.  

If you missed the program or want to review it again, it was recorded. Here is the website: 
https://audubon.zoom.us/rec/share/5yApOjymQzLDR0hrSpdBq9R-eH9dqsxjrNk-
sIiFRE9QCglAKO5upOQx FyccHeYd.taB4f0NIOVO4qrUO  

All our programs may not be recorded, so be sure to join us on Zoom on the night of our 
monthly programs. 

 



 
 

Dear CHPAS Members and Friends, 
The cold and snow blew in and while not what we all may have wanted, it may have put a 

damper on the Mullen fire and lessened the impact of the current drought on birds and wildlife. We 
need to assure our limited water supplies in the state are protected from contamination and misuse. 
Read about current Wyoming water issues under the Advocacy Network. 

The Bylaw changes have been completed by the Board and a synopsis of those changes is 
provided here. The modified Constitution and Bylaws can be found on the website and I encourage 
you to review those and contact any of us if you have questions or comments. We all will vote on 
those at our next program meeting November 17th via Zoom. 
Yours, 
Terry Harper, CHPAS President 
 
Bylaw Changes 

The CHPAS Constitution and Bylaws were first created in 1978. They were amended in 2002. 
Therefore, it was long overdue for the Board to review and amend the guiding rules for our 
functioning. The changes more accurately document how the Board functions in carrying out the 
mission of the organization. Here are the main changes that the amended Bylaws include: 

1. Removal of Classes  of membership as we have no defined classes in our bylaws. 
2. Establishing that all meetings can be held in-person or virtually which is now necessary with 

Covid 19. 



3. The 6 elected Directors of the Board will be changed to 6 appointed (by the President) 
Members at Large since there were no elections of the Directors occurring in the past. 

4. Board votes will now be allowed via email since the urgency of some votes require using 
email since Covid 19, weather or other issues may impact the ability to meet at a designated 
time or place.  

5. The Treasurer s functions were more specifically detailed. Grant finances are included in the 
Treasurer report and their follow through will be managed by the chair of the committee in 
which they originated. The Board will review the Treasurer s report monthly. 

6. An officer can be removed by a   
7. The Bylaws may be amended in the future by a majority vote of the Board and the 

membership will be provided the changes by email or through the website.  
Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society logo, Mountain Plover, drawn by Michelle LaGory. 
     
 

Advocacy Network 
Environmental Issues Update 
By Terry Harper, CHPAS President 

In August, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management allowed the expansion of the Aetheon and 
Burlington gas and oil fields to over 300,000 acres and up to 4250 wells east of Shoshoni. In 
October, Wyoming regulators renewed the company s wastewater discharge permit that empties into 
creeks above the Boysen reservoir.  

While the permit renewal limits the discharge of chloride to a tenth of historic concentrations, 
Aetheon Energy was already found in 2019 to have violated discharge requirements by the 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality when iron sulfides in black sediments, foam, and 
free oil were found in the Alkali and Badwater creeks. This surface pollution affects the birds and 
wildlife in that habitat. https://www.wyofile.com/state-limits-pollution-flows-from-aethon-moneta-gas-
field/ 

Now Aetheon wants to inject 1.2 million gallons of contaminated water into the Madison 
aquifer east of Riverton. The company would inject the polluted water 15,000 feet deep into the 
aquifer which is currently being used by the city of Gillette for drinking water at a 2-3000 foot depth. 
Water throughout the Madison aquifer may be contaminated despite the proposed depth of 
discharge.  

Your concerns can be sent to tom.kropatsh@wyo.gov  
Read more at: https://www.wyofile.com/new-moneta-proposal-said-to-threaten-most-

valuable-water/ 
For our chapter Advocacy Network updates, sign up at our website: 

https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/advocacy-network/.  
 

Habitat Hero 
7th Annual Cheyenne Habitat Hero Workshop  
 We are planning a free, virtual workshop for January 12-14, at noon each 
day. Sponsors so far include CHPAS, Audubon Rockies and Community Wildlife 
Habitat Project West Edge. 
  Jan. 12, Douglas Tallamy, author of : A New Approach 

to Conservation that Starts in Your Yard.  
Jan. 13, Jim Tolstrup, director of the High Plains Environmental Center, Loveland, Colo. 
Jan. 14, Michelle Bohanan - Winter sowing and transplanting virtual demo 
 Specific information on the presentations and registration instructions will be in our 
December newsletter.  

 



 

Education 
Chapter Education Grants 

For information on our education grants, see our chapter website at: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/. 
 

Bird News 
October 17  October Big Day 
From eBird, https://eBird.org 

On October 17th, more than 
32,000 people around the globe 
scanned the skies, watched their 
gardens, and explored local patches 
as part of a worldwide celebration of 
birds. Together, participants in this 

 October Big Day reported an 
astonishing 7,097 species on nearly 
78,000 checklists. This set a new 
world record for the most species 
reported on a single day. 

The huge success of 
October Big Day was thanks in part 
to our network of partners and 

sponsors around the world. By submitting checklists on October Big Day you were all part of this 
global team. We appreciate your contributions and are thrilled to have you in our community.  
 For all of the results for the October Big Day, go to: bit.ly/34oqVxQ or #globalbirdweekend or 
#birding 
 
October 17  Front Range Lakes Field Trip Report 
By Mark Gorges 
 Eight of us made the trip to Fossil Creek Reservoir south of Fort Collins. Although there 
were strong winds in Cheyenne that day, it was a pleasant day down south. The smoke from the 
fires in the mountains was holding just south of where we were birding. By about 11 a.m. the smoke 
was drifting back towards us. So, after about two and a half hours of birding there, we headed home. 
 We spent much of our time picking through lots of waterfowl, surprised to find new species 
every once in a while.  
 
31 species (+1 other taxa)  
 
Canada Goose  150 
Northern Shoveler  15 
Gadwall  14 
American Wigeon  40 
Mallard  35 
Northern Pintail  2 
Green-winged Teal  30 
Canvasback  6 
Redhead  30 
Lesser Scaup  7 
Bufflehead  30 
Common Merganser  8 



Ruddy Duck  35 
Pied-billed Grebe  3 
Eared Grebe  4 
Western Grebe  60  
American Coot  200 
American Avocet  2 
Killdeer  4 
Franklin's Gull  2 
Ring-billed Gull  50 
California Gull  4 
American White Pelican  24 
Great Blue Heron  4 
Bald Eagle  3 
Red-tailed Hawk  4 
Black-billed Magpie  2 
Black-capped Chickadee  2 
American Pipit  12 
Dark-eyed Junco  3 
Red-winged Blackbird  8 
warbler sp. (Parulidae sp.)  2 
 
View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S74981759 
 

 
September 25  Cheyenne Country Club survey results
By Chuck Seniawski 
Cheyenne Country Club, Laramie, Wyoming, US 
Oct 30, 2020 7:52 AM - 10:36 AM 
Protocol: Traveling 
3.0 mile(s) 
Checklist Comments:    44 degrees. Blue skies. Calm. Grant Frost, Chuck Seniawski, Pete Sokolosky, 
and Roy and Susan West. 
37 species (+1 other taxa) 
 
Cackling Goose  5 
Canada Goose  190 
American Wigeon  2 
Mallard  4 
Northern Pintail  4    females 
Green-winged Teal  1 
Redhead  3 
Ring-necked Duck  2 
Lesser Scaup  2    females 
Bufflehead  1 
Common Goldeneye  1 
Pied-billed Grebe  1 
Western Grebe  1 
Mourning Dove  1 
American Coot  4 
Ring-billed Gull  32 
gull sp.  50    Too high overhead to identify. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk  1    adult, playing tag with a magpie 
Red-tailed Hawk  2 
Downy Woodpecker  1 
Hairy Woodpecker  1 



Northern Flicker  5 
Prairie Falcon  1 
Black-billed Magpie  8 
American Crow  12 
Mountain Chickadee  10 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  8 
Pygmy Nuthatch  5 
Brown Creeper  1 
European Starling  4 
Hermit Thrush  1 
American Robin  20 
House Sparrow  6 
House Finch  2 
American Goldfinch  2 
Dark-eyed Junco  40 
White-crowned Sparrow  1 
White-throated Sparrow  1 
 
View this checklist online at https://ebird.org/checklist/S75616040 
 

Audubon Rockies 
Visit the Audubon Rockies blog page for numerous interesting topics at: 

https://rockies.audubon.org/blog. 
Including: 

Community Naturalist Jacelyn reflects on how the pandemic increased her ability to provide 
environmental education. 
-A poetic observation of interesting raptor behavior near Gillmor Sanctuary. 
-How wildfire science can inform the Colorado Water Plan 
-And more. 
 
Project FeederWatch brightens winter with backyard birds 
By Barb Gorges 
            

Ornithology and Birds Canada back in 1987. 
            anyone, of any age, including classrooms, and of any expertise level, who is 
willing to put up a feeder and count the birds that visit and report them one to 21 times during the 21-

data, bird i.d. help and information about feeding birds available at https://feederwatch.org/ and fun 
  

             and I do it. Every year we update the description of our backyard size 

feeders: sunflower seed tube, nyjer thistle seed tube and the cage that holds a block of pressed-
together seed. 
            For the two-day count period we choose Saturday and Sunday each week, even now that 
Mark is retired. There must be a minimum of 5 days between counts, so we stick with the same days 
each week  
            We could print out an official tally sheet for each week, but we just use a scrap sheet of 
paper on the kitchen table. All our feeders, and the ground under them, are visible from the kitchen 
window. 
            During the count we are looking for the largest number that can be seen at one time of each 
species at the feeders and in our bushes and trees. We estimate snow depth and amount of time 



checking 
as we walk by. 
            By Sunday evening we can enter the count data online including any comments on bird 

reporting counts too. 
            a. CLO makes cool charts. I can see how the number of 
species and number of individuals changes during a season. I can compare all 21 seasons by 
species back in 1999-2000, we were seeing goldfinches nearly every week, much less often in 
2019-2000. 
            -2000 we saw 12 species total. 
Over 2019-20, it was 21 species, though one week only one bird, a junco, was seen during the two-
day count period. 
            There were 20,000 participants last year, but only 27 in Wyoming, urban and rural. We could 
use more data to give scientists a more accurate view of our birds. Consider joining. 
            The participation fee of $18 ($15 for CLO members) funds nearly the entire endeavor, 
including mailing a research kit to first timers: instructions and bird i.d. poster. We all can opt for the 
calendar, 16-page annual report and a digital subscription to Living Bird, a 70-page, full-color 
quarterly magazine normally available for the minimum $39 CLO membership fee. 
            
percentage of Wyoming participants reporting them last season: 
Eurasian collared-dove 77 
House finch 74 
House sparrow 66 
American goldfinch 66 
Dark-eyed junco 66 
Black-capped chickadee 66 
American robin 59  
European starling 55 
Northern flicker 55 
Red-breasted nuthatch 55 
Downy woodpecker 48 
Black-billed magpie 44 
Blue jay 37 
Mountain chickadee 37 
Red-winged blackbird 33 
American crow 33 
Pine siskin* 33 
Rosy finch species 25 
Hairy woodpecker 25 
Common raven 22 
White-breasted nuthatch 22 
Common grackle 22 
Sharp-shinned hawk 22 
Wild turkey 18 
Song sparrow 18    White-breasted Nuthatch by Errol Taskin 

 
may see more of them at your feeders. 
            Here in Cheyenne we are unlikely to see wild turkeys or rosy finches, but the other species, 
and more, are all possible. If you 

 https://feederwatch.org/learn/common-feeder-birds/

other kinds of food and feeders that species prefers. 



            CLO has the free Merlin phone app for identifying birds. You answer simple questions about 
location, size, color, behavior and habitat for your unknown bird and it shows you photos of possible 
birds. 
             https://www.allaboutbirds.org/, will give you 
multiple photos, sound recordings, range map, habitat, food, nesting, behavior information, 
conservation status, cool facts, backyard tips and their names in both Spanish and French. 
            Mark. It is one of the things I 
like about winter.  
 
Barb Gorges invites readers to share their bird sightings and stories. Email bgorges4@msn.com, call 307-634-0463 
or search http://cheyennebirdbanter.wordpress.com
through outlets listed at www.YuccaRoadPress.com. 

            
 

Cheyenne  High Plains Audubon Society  
P. O. Box 250Cheyenne, WY 82003 


