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The CHPAS Flyer is published on line monthly as a benefit of chapter membership. Submissions are welcome. 
The current issue is available online at www.CheyenneAudubon.wordpress.com. 
Contact Us at  

Please become a CHPAS member (Have you renewed your membership for 2020-2021?) 
          Send $12 plus any optional donation and your name, email address and mailing address to Cheyenne-High 
Plains Audubon Society, P.O. Box 2502, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  
          All chapter memberships expire Sept. 1. Any membership dues sent in after May 1 will pertain to the remainder 
of the current membership year and the following year. 
Join the National Audubon Society 
          Send $20 to Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society to join the National Audubon Society and you will 
receive NAS membership and NAS will return the $20 to CHPAS. 
Wyo  chat group 

          Subscribe, post and/or read about interesting sightings on this Facebook public group site: 
  

Calendar 
December 19  Field Trip  Cheyenne Christmas Bird Count 

 
 Please practice all recommended virus precautions while 
birding. 

If you are interested in participating, contact Grant Frost, 
307-343-2024, so that he has a list of those expected, so he can 
let you know if the plans change for any reason such as stormy 
weather. 

Grant will have a list of regular spots within our count 
circle and will encourage people to spread out to specific areas 

so that we can have good coverage of all hot spots first thing in the morning to assure a good count 



on the number of each species in the Cheyenne area, i.e. the number of geese before they all start 
flying around. 

 

 
 

frostgrant2@gmail.com. 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

frostgrant2@gmail.com

 

 

 

 
December 19  Virtual CBC Tally Party, 7p.m. 

 
 Join the Zoom party at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82599711714. 

After the tally party contact Grant with any species that you see three days before or three 
days after December 19 that were not listed at the tally party.  They are entered in the CBC data as 

 
  



December 26  Country Club Bird Survey, 8 a.m. 
 Contact Chuck Seniawski to take part or to be on his email notice list: 307-638-6519 or 
chuckski@aol.com. The count will start in the County Club s main public parking lot. 
 
December 27 - Guernsey/Ft. Laramie Christmas Bird Count 
 If you are going to join the count, please let Jane Dorn know at 307-640-4002. Also call her if 
the weather turns nasty; she will set an alternate date. Bring water, lunch, warm clothes, binoculars, 
and a scope if you have one, and whatever you need for a day watching birds at Guernsey State 
Park, Ft. Laramie National Historic Site, the Oregon Trail Ruts and Hartville. 
                Birding on your own or watching your feeders? The center point of the 7.5-mile radius 
count circle is where Highway 26 crosses the Goshen County/Platte County line. Please send in 
your results ASAP to the count compiler, Jane Dorn, 307-640-4002, linglebird@yahoo.com. 
 Anyone in the neighborhood of the count area is welcome to meet Jane at 8 a.m. at the Ft. 
Laramie Post Office, or at 9:30 a.m. at the main entrance to Guernsey State Park.   
 

SAVE THE DATES: 7th Annual Cheyenne Habitat Hero Workshop: 
-14, 2021 

                The 7th Annual Cheyenne Habitat Hero Workshop will be held as 
three, free, lunch-time, Zoom webinars Jan. 12-14. Registration is free and the 
link will be available soon at https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/. 
                Workshop keynote speaker Jan. 12 at noon is Douglas Tallamy, 

Su
each of us can and must take to reverse declining biodiversity and will 

name of his latest book.  
                Jan. 13, noon, Jim Tolstrup, director of the High Plains 

-acre 
mixed-use development where HPEC is located has been certified by the 
National Wildlife Federation as the first Wildlife Habitat Community in 
Colorado. Jim will share favorite native plants, information on how to grow 
them, and specific wildlife benefits that the plants provide. 

                J -  - Laramie County Master Gardener Michelle 
Bohanan will present an explanation and demonstration of the winter sowing technique, a way to 
start native plants in protected mini greenhouses (like milk jugs) left outdoors in winter. No artificial 
heat or light required. 

-
translucent or transparent container), potting soil (not garden soil), scissors for cutting plastic, 
marker for writing on plastic, piece of paper, toothpick and seeds. Seeds that work best are native 
and near-native perennial flowers and quick-growing annual flowers, and cold-hardy vegetables 
such as kale. 

ram and the Cheyenne Habitat 

Donors may choose to accept a packet of seed as thanks but the seeds will not arrive in time for the 
Plant-Along. 

The workshop is being sponsored by Cheyenne-High Plains Audubon Society, Laramie 
County Master Gardeners, Community Wildlife Habitat Project-West Edge District, and Audubon 
Rockies. 



                Habitat Hero is an Audubon Rockies program that encourages people to grow landscaping 
that will support birds, bees, butterflies and other wildlife. Details on how to apply for Habitat Hero 
certification are at https://rockies.audubon.org/habitat-hero. 
                For more information, contact Barb Gorges, 307-287-4952, bgorges4@msn.com. 
 
January 19  Program - Birding in West Africa, 7 p.m. A brief discussion of geography 
and birds of West Africa, with emphasis on Southeast Nigeria.  The presentation will be given by 
Elaine Grings, who lived and birded in Ibadan, Nigeria from 2007 to 2010.  
 
 
 

 
 
Map of the count circle for the Cheyenne Christmas Bird Count 
 



Chapter News 

December program report - eBird quizzes to practice Cheyenne 
winter bird i.d. by Mark Gorges 
  Despite the eBird website being down for maintenance on the day of 

around.   
Together we did an eBird bird photo quiz and Barb took screen shots 

of each page of the quiz. Then Barb went to the All About Birds  app and 
took screen shots of the pictures and information, including distribution maps, of each of the birds in 
that quiz. 

For our program, we went through the quiz, but included all the additional information on 
each bird as we moved through it. For each picture in the quiz we discussed identifying markings. To 
close the evening, we went through about two dozen of my Cheyenne winter bird pictures, often 
comparing similar looking species.  

 
 

Dear CHPAS Members and Friends, 
Happy Holidays Everyone! While this has been a tough year for us all, I wanted to take a 

moment and consider what we have accomplished while navigating the disruption of Covid. We were 
able to modify our program delivery to an online presence through Zoom, we modified our field trips 
to include social distancing and/or individualized trails as necessary, and we passed our revised 
Chapter Bylaws to guide our next 5 years.  

We may still need to use Zoom for programs and social distancing on field trips through the 
spring of next year, but we are  soon. Thanks for sticking 
with us! 
Yours, 
Terry Harper, CHPAS President 
 
Cheyenne - High Plains Audubon Society logo, Mountain Plover, drawn by Michelle LaGory. 
     
 

Advocacy Network 
Environmental Issues Update 
By Terry Harper, CHPAS President 

The WY Oil and Gas Commission received 110 letters against the Aetheon permit to 
discharge contaminants into the Madison aquifer, and still voted 4-1 (including Governor 
Gordon s vote) to allow it. The decision now goes to the EPA to confirm the Commission's 
decision and will continue to be fought by environmental groups. See more at:  
https://www.wyofile.com/state-hears-request-to-pump-moneta-pollutants-into-aquifer/ 
 Also, you can mail a letter to the BLM asking that oil development not occur in the Arctic 
Refuge. The deadline is December 17, 2020. Find out more here: 
https://www.arcticrefugedefense.org/act/take-action 

For our chapter Advocacy Network updates, sign up at our website: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/advocacy-network/.  



Habitat Hero 
7th Annual Cheyenne Habitat Hero Workshop  
 We are planning a free, virtual workshop for January 12-14, at noon each day. See 
all the information on page 3 above. 
 In the meantime, we hope that you left a lot of dry, winter interest vegetation standing 
in your perennial garden beds. That may help capture what little snow we get if the drought 

continues through the winter.  
 
 

Education 
Chapter Grants 

.For information on our education grants, see our chapter website at: 
https://cheyenneaudubon.wordpress.com/. 

 
 

Bird News 
November 21  Wyoming Hereford Ranch Field Trip Report 
From eBird 
 Seven people and 16 species: 
Eurasian Collard-Dove  3 

 
Great-horned Owl  1 
Belted Kingfisher  1  
Downy Woodpecker  1 
Northern Flicker  3 
Black-billed Magpie  3 
Mountain Chickadee  5 
Red-breasted Nuthatch  1
European Starling  7 
House Sparrow  4 
House Finch  2 
American Goldfinch  1 
Dark-eyed Junco  35 
White-crowned Sparrow  1 
Red-winged Blackbird  1 
 
 

 
November 27  Cheyenne Country Club survey results
By Chuck Seniawski 
Comments: 7:55 AM - 10:10 AM, 22 degrees. Sunny 
and calm. Grant Frost, Sue Lowry, Chuck Seniawski, 
Pete Sokolosky and Christine Wilkinson. 
11 species 
Canada Goose  48 
Hairy Woodpecker  2 
American Kestrel  1 
Black-billed Magpie  6 
American Crow  9 
Mountain Chickadee  11  
Red-breasted Nuthatch  24     
White-breasted Nuthatch  3 
Pygmy Nuthatch  23     
Brown Creeper  2 
Pine Siskin  7 



 
 
 
Audubon Rockies 

Visit the Audubon Rockies news page for numerous interesting topics at: 
https://rockies.audubon.org/news. 

Including: 

-Audubon and our partners backed local water funding measures that will generate nearly $8 million 

annually; 

-Federal court invalidates decisions made by illegally installed BLM Director Pendley; 

-The western Yellow-billed Cuckoo remains federally protected after delisting threat fails; 
-And more. 
 
Fort Collins Audubon Society 

FCAS Hosts First Ever Photo Contest Slideshow Photographers and Winners Revealed! 

Thursday, Dec. 10 Announcements: 7 p.m.; Program: 7:20  

This will be an online meeting using ZOOM. Enter the following link on your web browser at 

or before 7 p.m. and follow the instructions to join the meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82887449760
 

 
By Barb Gorges 
 By early November, our winter feeder birds are back.  

House finches are the most abundant and show up every day. Juncos come when the 
-breasted nuthatches and two mountain 

chickadees.  
Occasionally a downy woodpecker, flicker or collared-doves fly in. The goldfinches are 

them, but they are part of the flock pushed south this year due to a bad seed crop in the north. 
 I was gazing out the window at the birds busily flitting about the feeders and patio paving 
below, then realized I was seeing an odd bird in the mix. 
 House finches are the faded brown birds with faded stripes down their breasts. The males 
have pale pink heads that get redder in the spring. Pine siskins have stripes too but are smaller and 
their stripes are very dark plus on their wings they have a white bar and a flash of yellow.  

 
was the size of the house 
aberrant house finch because there were light-colored 

back of the top of its head was, well, kind of a pointy topknot. 
Time to get out the Sibley Field Guide t

 
 The males have pink/red heads like house finches, but with 
the topknot being the brightest. Unlike the female, their breast 
stripes are very faint, fainter than the house fi  
 To get an overview of everything known about a bird species, 



https://birdsoftheworld.org/, where my subscription is still good ($49 per 
year, or by the month or discounted for three years). 
 
this species in eBird seven times. Clicking on that link showed my two current observations, August 
last year in the Snowy Range, April 2014 and December 2013 in Hartville, June 2013 in a canyon in 
Washington State, and July 2011 at Upper North Crow Reservoir. 
 This is a finch that breeds in coniferous forests of the Rocky Mountains, from just over the 
Canadian border to northern New Mexico and Arizona. 

It can migrate altitudinally, spending the winter at lower elevations (Hartville, in Platte 
County, is at only 4,600 feet and Cheyenne at 6,100, compared to 10,000 feet in the Snowies) or 
latitudinally, flying as far south as central Mexico. Sometimes they just hang out if the seed crop is 
good. The one that visited us must have lost her flock. 

Ca
genetically 3 million years ago. It diverged from the house finch 9 million years ago.  

of finches of 184 
species worldwide, including the Hawaiian honeycreeper species. In North America it includes the 
redpoll, pine and evening grosbeaks, pine siskins, goldfinches, rosy finches, crossbills and our 

 
 Besides sharing similar skull formation, cardueline species feed their young regurgitated 
seeds. Other perching birds feed theirs insects. Cardueline species can grip a plant stem and extract 
seeds from flower heads. I see house finches and goldfinches do that in my wildflower garden all the 
time.  

Sparrows wait until the seeds fall to the ground
sparrow, pluck seeds from plants or feeders, though one was experimenting last year. 
 

 
nt thistle-type plant in 

the aster/sunflower family. And this makes perfect sense. These finches like to pluck seeds from 
flower heads, including thistle, coneflower, sunflower and aster. 
 eed out of our hanging 

 
 

Barb Gorges invites readers to share their bird sightings and stories. Email bgorges4@msn.com, call 
307-634-0463 or search http://cheyennebirdbanter.wordpress.com

h outlets listed at www.YuccaRoadPress.com. 
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