
 

 

 

The Need:   Population growth in Laramie County has fueled the 
desire for rural living, resulting in a checkerboard of 5 and 10 acres 
plots surrounding the city.  Often the native vegetative species 
component of prairie is either replaced or manipulated to the point 
of disappearing after the disturbance of a subdivision.  This is 
frequently due to the new resident’s lack of understanding of the 
prairie, so their actions, while not meant to be harmful, are 
devastating to the landscape.  

The Native Prairie Island program is a partnership between Cheyenne-High Plains Audubon 
Society and the Laramie County Conservation District.  The purpose of this project is to 
build “islands” of native prairie grasses and flowers throughout Laramie County, Wyoming.   

The initial phase was funded through a ChangeX grant, sponsored by the Microsoft Datacenter 
Community Development Team.  Through their support, a new seeder and a limited supply of native 
prairie wildflower/forb seed were purchased.   

Our Plan: The Native Prairie Island Program will help landowners sow flowering native plants 
within their leach field footprint. Leach fields are often wetter, offering an opportunity to start a 
stand of native plants with minimal watering by the homeowner.  

A limited amount of native prairie plant mix is available for seeding in the disturbed areas around 
new home construction. Laramie County Conservation District will also recommend an appropriate 
grass mix for prairie properties. Native Prairie Islands will benefit pollinators, improve wildlife 
habitat, provide cover for nesting birds and generally improve prairie health.  

The wildflower mix will include popular favorites like Blanket Flower, 
Black-eyed Susan, Mexican Hat (at right), Plains Coreopsis, Purple 
Prairie Clover, and Rocky Mountain Penstemon. Homeowners will rent 
a seeding machine from the Laramie County Conservation District with 
complimentary wildflower seed (while supplies last).  
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Project Benefits:  While the immediate benefit will be for pollinator species, 
other long-term gains include wildlife habitat, water infiltration, improved 
nesting sites for ground nesting prairie birds, and overall prairie health for all 
species living here. Native wildflowers and grasses provide both cover and a 
food source for prairie bird species. Diverse root structures and organic matter 
increases effective moisture through improved infiltration. Diverse vegetative 
cover also helps reduce raindrop impact, decrease evaporative losses, and 
reduces wind erosion. Specific legume species, such as Purple Prairie Clover (at 
right), improve nitrogen availability to other plant species on the prairie, 
improving growth without the need for fertilizer inputs.  

Next Steps:  This project has met with significant community interest since 
its launch in early 2022.  Our goal is to “improve or establish, at a minimum, 2 acres of high-
density pollinator plantings to around 30 acres of native prairie island plants per year for the 
next ten-year period.”  Demonstration sites are also planned within the city limits of Cheyenne.   

To accomplish this goal, more native wildflower seed is needed.  Site monitoring will be 
performed by the Laramie County Conservation District Range Specialist, Rex Lockman.  Mr. 
Lockman will revisit participating sites later in the growing season to observe germination rates 
and identify species present. Project partners will adjust species purchased, if necessary, but that 
refinement may be an ongoing process over several years to determine the rate of each success 
with each wildflower species. 

 

For more information contact: 

Wanda Manley, President 

Cheyenne-High Plains Audubon Society at cheyenne.audubon@gmail.com 

Rex Lockman, Wildlife and Range Specialist 

Laramie County Conservation District at 307-772-2600 
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